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ATHENS, Greece Jacqueline
Onassis has negotiated what her friends
here call "an astounding settlement"
with her late husband's daughter,
giving her $20 million in return for
abandoning all further claims to his
estate.

This represents more than double
what she would have received under the
terms of Aristotle Onassis's will, and
almost seven times what she would
have gotten if he had lived to complete
the divorce proceedings which his
friends say he had intended.

In his will, Aristotle Onassis left the
bulk of his assets to his daughter,
Christina, now 26, and to a foundation in
memory of his late son. He limited his
bequest to Mrs Onassis to $250,000 a
year, of which $50,000 was to be set
aside for her two children.

Under those terms, Mrs Onassis, 45
at her husband's death in 1975, could
have ultimately received about $10
million if she lived into her 80s.

Christina Onassis could not be
reached for comment, but her friends
here said she agreed to such a generous
settlement for her stepmother because
she was anxious to cut all ties to Mrs.
Onassis and because she was advised
that her stepmother would not consider
anything less than $20 million without
pressing her claims in court.

"Although she was raised in
America, Christina is exceedingly
Greek," said Stehos Papadimitriou,
her principal attorney here and an
executor of her father's estate "She is
strong-wille- d, emotional, and im-
pulsive."

Papadimitriou, who represented
Christina in the negotiations with Mrs.
Onassis, would not discuss the set-
tlement, but he indirectly confirmed
that one had been reached

Although Onassis's will left his widow
a quarter interest in his private island
of Scorpios and a quarter share of his
yacht the Christina, Papadimitriou
said, when questioned about the set-

tlement, "I can't even tell you there
was an agreement, but, no, Mrs.
Onassis no longer has any involvement
with any part of the Onassis estate."
Papadimitriou has represented the
Onassis family since 1954.

According to other friends of
Christina, Mrs. Onassis and her
brother-in-la- w, Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy, D-Mas- s., began pressing the
young heiress soon after the shipping
magnate's death to improve the
bequest to Mrs. Onassis.

When leaving Onassis's funeral on
Scorpios, Christina and Mrs. Onassis
made a public display of solidarity by
riding in the same limousine, but en
route the car stopped and Christina got
out and entered another car.

Formal negotiations were begun
later and dragged on for 18 months
Lawyers representing Mrs Onassis
refused to lower her demand below $20
million, according to Christina's
friends. Papadimitriou then advised
Christina that he thought a court battle
could not be avoided unless she agreed
to the $20 million.

In his will, Onassis wrote: "I have
received from my wife her resignation
from any claims of inheritance through
a notarized agreement in the United
States. If my wife presses any
inheritance claims, then she will not be
given her annuity of my estate If she
wins a final ruling from a court that
cannot be appealed, then she will
receive one-eight- h of the estate of
Christina."

Christina's half of the estate has been
estimated at more than $250 million


